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The guard unit is more than 250 strong; 

most are Mississippians; and the size of the 
unit reflects the size of the mission. They 
served as headquarters for Joint Sustaimnent 
Command—Afghanistan, affecting more than 
100,000 U.S. and coalition soldiers and civil-
ians. Over the past 9 months, the unit deliv-
ered nearly 414 million gallons of fuel, 26 mil-
lion pounds of ammo, 110 million meals, and 
43 million pounds of mail. 

This marks an important moment in history 
and for military logistics, and the 184th has 
made Mississippi, the National Guard, and this 
Nation proud. To them, I am honored to say, 
‘‘Welcome Home and thank you.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN WADS-
WORTH, OHIO 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 125th anniversary of the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in my home town, 
Wadsworth, Ohio. 

Sacred Heart has been encouraging the 
Wadsworth community to participate, celebrate 
and spread Catholic values for over a century, 
and quite successfully, I might add. Sacred 
Heart aims to empower and encourage others 
to make a positive difference in the world. 
With their devotion to the community comes 
the lasting effect of true humanitarian work. 

As a proud member of this parish, it has 
been a truly humbling experience to witness 
so many students, faculty, volunteers, and citi-
zens brought together by this one entity. Sa-
cred Heart has been a place of learning, shar-
ing the Catholic faith and creating life-long 
friends for the last 125 years. 

It is my pleasure to commemorate this mo-
mentous anniversary and to acknowledge all 
of their accomplishments within the Wads-
worth community. 
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TRIBUTE TO EDITH MAE JORDAN 
WILCOX 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to express 
my profound sadness at the passing of long-
time Washington County, Alabama resident 
and community leader, Mrs. Edith Mae Jordan 
Wilcox, who passed away on July 12 at the 
age of 95 after an extended illness. 

‘‘Miss Edith’’—as she was affectionately 
known—was born May 23, 1916, in Spencer, 
Alabama. Her schooling began in the Yarbo 
one-room school house with her two older sis-
ters. In 1932, she graduated from Murphy 
High School in Mobile. From there, she at-
tended the University of Alabama where she 
received an A&S Degree in 1936 and an LLB 
Degree from the School of Law in 1939. Upon 
graduation from law school, she was admitted 
to the State Bar. 

Miss Edith and her husband, Roy, married 
on January 31, 1942. While he served in the 

Army Air Corps in New Guinea during World 
War II, Miss Edith became a very active com-
munity volunteer and a part of the family’s 
land, timber, and mill business in Jordan. 

When Staff Sgt. Wilcox returned from serv-
ice to his country, they established the Wilcox 
and Plemmons Sawmill Company. The com-
pany remained a vibrant part of the local 
economy until it closed in 1980. 

Throughout her life, Miss Edith was an avid 
volunteer. She was actively involved with the 
board of the Washington County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross, serving as chairman 
of the Red Cross Blood Program when it was 
first introduced in the county. She spent many 
years traveling throughout the state with the 
Bloodmobile. 

Miss Edith was a member of the committee 
that organized the Washington County Health 
Council and was appointed to the Washington 
County Hospital Board where she served for 
10 years. 

She was elected State President of the Ala-
bama Extension Homemaker’s Council and 
was an active and founding member of the 
Washington County United Way. For all her 
volunteer service, Miss Edith was awarded 
with the Washington County Humanitarian of 
the Year Award in 1997. 

She was a member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star for over 50 years and served as 
state officer of the Alabama Grand Chapter. 
She was also one of the founding members of 
the Washington County Public Library and 
served on its board for over 20 years. 

In 2002, in recognition for her lifetime of re-
markable achievement and public service, 
Miss Edith was inducted into the Washington 
County Hall of Fame and a plaque was placed 
in the courthouse in her honor. 

Today, Jordan-Wilcox Stadium at Wash-
ington County High School bears her family 
name as a tribute to her vision and generosity. 
She donated the land for the building of the 
Chatom Community Center that is also named 
for her. 

During her long and active life, Miss Edith 
traveled to over 60 countries and throughout 
all fifty states. She established an art gallery 
in Chatom to showcase collectibles and 
memorabilia from her world travels. The 
Wilcox Gallery and Foundation will continue to 
educate and entertain the residents of Wash-
ington County for years to come. 

On behalf of the people of South Alabama, 
I extend my deepest condolences to Miss 
Edith’s family, including her daughter, Susan 
Wilcox Turner and one granddaughter, Jordan 
Anne Garner. Miss Edith’s memory will live on 
through her great legacy of service to our 
area. 
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FAA SHUTDOWN 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, today millions 
of Americans are waiting to see if the Repub-
licans will stop holding the economy hostage 
and allow our nation to pay its bills, honor its 
commitments to senior citizens and veterans, 
and keep government workers at their jobs. 
But 4,000 government workers already have 
been laid off because of Republican intran-
sigence. 

The Federal Aviation Administration, FAA, 
was forced to shut down many of its oper-
ations last Saturday, because the House of 
Representatives refused to pass a simple bill 
to extend its funding authorization. As a result, 
4,000 FAA employees in 35 states, the District 
of Columbia and Puerto Rico were placed on 
furlough. Those affected include many of the 
FAA’s engineers, scientists, research analysts, 
administrative assistants, computer specialists, 
program managers, environmental protection 
specialists, and community planners. These 
government workers are being forced to live 
without pay and are unable to do their jobs 
developing our air travel infrastructure and 
serving the flying public. 

The FAA has assured the American people 
that air traffic controllers will remain on the 
job, and the safety of the flying public will not 
be compromised. However, numerous FAA 
projects and services have been affected. 

Earlier this week, the FAA AN as forced to 
issue stop work orders to construction and 
technology contractors for critical airport mod-
ernization projects. As a result, dozens of con-
struction projects to build and modernize air 
traffic control towers and other aviation infra-
structure were immediately halted. This work 
stoppage risks putting numerous construction 
workers and other private sector employees 
out of work as well. 

In my home state of California, the FAA 
shutdown has delayed $131.5 million in fund-
ing for projects and furloughed 203 FAA em-
ployees in the Los Angeles area alone. But 
the actual impact on the Los Angeles area is 
far greater. Los Angeles International Airport, 
LAX—which is located in my Congressional 
District—is the world’s sixth busiest airport. 
LAX creates an estimated 59,000 jobs in or 
near the airport and has a total annual eco-
nomic impact estimated at $60 billion. In 2008, 
60 million passengers and 1.8 million tons of 
freight and mail passed through LAX. All of 
this economic activity depends upon the safety 
and efficiency of our air travel system. 

The work stoppage will have an immediate 
negative impact on LAX, delaying a much 
needed project to design and install new run-
way status lights. These lights improve visi-
bility for pilots and help them see when it is 
safe to enter, cross or take off on a runway. 
Stopping work on important projects like this 
one will not only delay their completion but 
also significantly increase the long-term costs 
for taxpayers. 

Unfortunately, LAX isn’t alone in losing out 
on these funds. Nationwide, over $250 million 
in contracts for runway status lights have been 
suspended. Also affected are nearly $20 mil-
lion in construction and engineering contracts 
to protect air traffic control towers from earth-
quakes and over $14 million in projects to re-
search weather technology systems for air 
traffic facilities and aircraft cockpits. This is no 
way to run one of the top air transportation 
systems in the world. 

Why are the Republicans refusing to allow 
the FAA to reopen its doors? The Republicans 
certainly cannot claim they are trying to be fis-
cally responsible. The FAA shutdown is cost-
ing the federal government $30 million a day 
in lost revenue from uncollected airline taxes. 

FAA employees are dedicated public serv-
ants who work hard to ensure safe and effi-
cient air travel for the flying public. They are 
proud of the work they do. I urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to let them go back to work. 
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They need their jobs, and the American peo-
ple need them. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COLONEL FRANCIS 
H. DILLON, JR. 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Colonel Francis H. Dillon, Jr., a con-
stituent of mine from Great Falls, Virginia, for 
his 31 years of service to our nation as he ap-
proaches his 90th birthday on September 10. 
I also want to call attention to the fact that his 
entire family has followed his example of serv-
ice. 

Colonel Dillon served in the United States 
Army and began his service in 1943 during 
World War II in the 17th Airborne Division in 
which he saw combat action during the Battle 
of the Bulge, Operation Varsity, and the Allied 
invasion of Germany. He answered his na-
tion’s call a second time in 1950, recalled to 
active duty as an Intelligence Officer during 
the Korean War. Before retiring from the Army 
in 1974, he again served his country from 
1968–1969 as he commanded the 525th Mili-
tary Intelligence Group in Vietnam. 

In 1947, Colonel Dillon married Martha Getz 
and together they raised seven sons. Through 
his example of selfless service, each one of 
Colonel Dillon’s seven sons served in the 
Armed Forces of the United States. Four of 
his sons served as career Army officers; Major 
Francis H. Dillon III (ret.) 20 years, Colonel 
Peter J. Dillon (ret.) 28 years, LTC Dan P. Dil-
lon (ret.) 26 years and LTC James R. Dillon 
(ret.) 20 years. Colonel Dillon’s second son, 
Thomas C. Dillon, is a 1975 graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy and served on 
active duty in the Navy for nine years. Two of 
Colonel Dillon’s sons served in the National 
Guard and United States Army Reserve. Ser-
geant Timothy D. Dillon served in the Con-
necticut National Guard for four years and the 
youngest of the seven sons, Major Douglas M. 
Dillon continues to serve in the United States 
Army Reserve as a Civil Affairs Officer. Colo-
nel Dillon’s sons have served in numerous 
overseas contingency operations including Op-
eration Desert Shield/Storm, Kosovo, Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan) and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Colonel Dillon has four grandchildren who 
are also current members of Armed Forces. 
Captain Peter J. Dillon Jr. serves as an Army 
doctor and is currently deployed to Afghani-
stan. Duncan Dillon is in his third year at the 
United States Air Force Academy, Timothy Dil-
lon Jr. is a Private First Class in the Idaho Na-
tional Guard and enrolled in the University of 
Idaho Reserve Officer Training Course pro-
gram and granddaughter, Julie Dillon, just en-
tered her first year at the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point. 

Two of Colonel Dillon’s daughters-in-law 
have also served in the United States Army. 
Captain Patricia Dillon served for six years 
and LTC Maryanne Dillon (ret.) served for 20 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute Colonel Francis H. Dil-
lon, Jr. and offer the appreciation of a grateful 
nation to him and his family for their dedicated 
service to America. 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
WESTACRES COMMUNITY’S 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Community of Westacres in the 
Township of West Bloomfield, as its residents 
celebrate its 75th anniversary. 

In 1936, as the nation was still in the throes 
of the Great Depression and stood on the 
precipice of an unknown future, United States 
Senator James Couzens partnered with the 
Federal Emergency Relief Administration and 
Oakland Housing Inc., to establish the 
Westacres community. The vision was to build 
a community where working class Michigan 
residents and their families could have a place 
of their own and strive to achieve the Amer-
ican Dream. To this end, Oakland Housing 
Inc. put forward a number of guidelines to en-
sure that the residents of Westacres would be 
families interested in the welfare of their 
neighbors and in using the land they were pro-
vided to help them be self-sufficient. 

As with all new communities, Westacres 
faced a number of challenges, but its resi-
dents always rose to meet the call of service 
to their neighbors. In 1937, to address the 
need for public safety, residents started the 
Westacres Fire Department, a volunteer force 
to protect their community. Residents also 
took it upon themselves to create the 
Westacres Credit Union and Westacres Li-
brary to provide the financial support and con-
tinuing education for their neighbors. The resi-
dents also founded the Orchard Lake Commu-
nity Church and at the height of our nation’s 
need for austerity, established the nation’s old-
est ride pool to get workers to work while con-
serving resources. 

It is with a sense of great pride that over the 
last 75 years and from its humble beginnings, 
the Westacres community has grown and 
flourished as its residents have moved into 
America’s dynamic middle class. Today, the 
community has grown to over 300 residences 
with dozens of families who have been part of 
Westacres for generations. As was the case 
when it was founded, service has continued to 
remain strong with the community residents 
who volunteer countless hours across the 
greater southeast Michigan community. 

It is with great honor and pride that I rep-
resent the community of Westacres, as it cele-
brates this most auspicious occasion. Through 
its history, Westacres and its residents rep-
resent the powerful success that can be 
achieved in the face of adversity. Westacres’ 
75th anniversary is indeed an impressive mile-
stone and I wish its residents many more 
years of success and service to our commu-
nity. 

f 

THE GOLDEN WEST 
HUMANITARIAN FOUNDATION 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Golden West Humanitarian 
Foundation. 

Since 1998, the Golden West Humanitarian 
Foundation has been proactive in combating 
shortfalls in heavily mine-impacted countries. 
With innovation, forethought, partnership, ap-
propriateness and affordability as its key strat-
egies for intervention, the Foundation’s man-
date is to safeguard the lives of men, women 
and children across the globe where landmine 
and unexploded ordnance contamination is a 
major threat. That commitment and investment 
is most certainly deserving of recognition. 
Their tireless work brings countries closer to 
peace and prosperity and serves as inspiration 
to others to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, in December I traveled to 
Cambodia and saw first-hand the great work 
that Golden West Humanitarian Foundation 
does in that country. Golden West has been 
actively removing landmines and other 
unexploded munitions in Cambodia caused by 
three decades of war. Estimates are that up to 
six million landmines still remain in Cambodia. 
Landmines claim more than 200 lives annually 
and have caused more than 40,000 people to 
live as amputees. This means that one out of 
every 230 people living in Cambodia is an am-
putee. 

Mr. Speaker, the 37th Congressional District 
of California, has the largest population of 
Cambodians living in the United States. What 
happens in Cambodia affects my constituents 
in California. Every time someone in Cam-
bodia is maimed or killed by a landmine, it is 
likely that person has family members or 
friends that live in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, the Foundation is hard at work 
doing the important work of removing land-
mines in Cambodia and elsewhere around the 
world. Golden West Humanitarian Foundation 
has implemented several other successful pro-
grams. They offer support to Cambodians 
who, while at work or play, face the risk of 
death or maiming by these remnants of con-
flict. 

One of Golden West Humanitarian Founda-
tions’ most effective programs is its Explosive 
Harvesting Program (EHP). This program re-
cycles explosives extracted from existing 
weapons stockpiles to create disposal charges 
for humanitarian demining. Since its inception, 
EHP has provided the bulk of all demining ex-
plosives used in Cambodia. The Explosive 
Harvesting Program has deactivated over 
200,000 landmines and has removed more 
than 24 tons of explosives from potential black 
market sales. 

Another effective way the Foundation is pre-
venting unnecessary deaths in Cambodia is 
through Research and Development. Re-
search into explosive and non-explosive 
demining tools, as well as landmine and 
unexploded detection technologies, is where 
investments have produced impressive returns 
on investment. The Foundation has provided 
cutting edge solutions for problems encoun-
tered in humanitarian demining. The technical 
achievements of their research have been uti-
lized by numerous organizations worldwide. 

The Foundation further aids in protecting the 
most vulnerable group impacted by landmines 
and unexploded ordnance—children. Children 
are at a high risk of either dying or becoming 
physically or psychologically injured from land 
mines and other detonators in Cambodia. Ac-
cording to reports, there are two active mines 
in Cambodia for every child. Curious and trust-
ing by nature, children are easily attracted by 
the explosives’ texture and shine and too often 
find themselves exposed to the risk of harm. 
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